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not the quest itself. As they can be of help, they are
not to be despised.

[There is a time-worn view in scholastic circles that
Shastraic knowledge in this life or in a previous one is
a condition of competency Adhikara for Brahmavidya^
knowledge of Brahman. This view receives no support

here.]

When as the result of the fading of the ego, the
apparent self on the surface, one gets liberated from the
bonds of ignorance, the Real '1', the Self as the basic
consciousness and support of the individual in which the
ego has its play, comes up to the surface. This e!9 is
not the ego, but an unceasing flash of the Supreme I-
consciousness, of the Supreme Itself.

Verse 32:
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Get at the Heart within by search.

The ego bows its head and falls.

Then flashes forth another 'I3,

Not the ego that, but the Self, Supreme, Perfect.

When by search one somehow gets into the Heart,
the ego-self at once drops, falls into abysmal depths as
it were, never to return to the surface in its habitual
manner of looking at itself and the world and other

beings in it as separate existences. Does this mean that